
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
Increasing Access to Weatherization and Solar + Storage  

Mid-Columbia Economic Development District (MCEDD) is seeking a Community Based 
Organization (CBO) with a strong record of reaching and serving low-income and Latinx community 
members to collaborate on communication efforts to increase access to residential solar, solar plus 
storage, and weatherization resources among these populations. No expertise in energy needed! 

This effort is a project of the Hood River County Energy Council, an advisory committee supporting 
implementation of the Hood River County Energy Plan. MCEDD provides staffing support to the 
Hood River County Energy Council and will be the contracting agency. 

Background 
Weatherization, solar, and solar plus storage measures reduce energy burden and help maintain 
livable temperatures for longer in outages and severe weather. However, the benefits of these 
opportunities often do not flow to low-income communities and communities of color.  
In Hood River County, weatherization is an activity supported by a number of partners in the public 
and private sectors. The Energy Council believes there are considerably more resource available than 
are currently being taken advantage of due to lack of awareness, access to the entities providing these 
resources, costs, and other potential barriers. We specifically expect resources are underutilized by 
communities of color. According to a recent study by the Smart Energy Consumer Collaborative 
(SECC), among low-income households, people of color have specific characteristics and concerns 
that make them both more amenable to smart energy technology adoption and harder to engage with 
existing programs. Generally, they are much more environmentally conscious and more willing to 
participate and share data with smart energy technology programs than white low-income 
households. 

Hood River County has also hosted a variety of residential solarize campaigns that successfully 
encouraged residents to install solar systems. However, solar traditionally serves disproportionately 
white homeowners. Increasingly, programs and incentives are being developed to improve access 
disparities, but successful design and deployment depends on meaningful engagement with the 
communities experiencing disparities. 

Scope 
MCEDD is seeking a CBO to collaborate on two projects to help expand access to beneficial energy 
projects among low-income and Latinx communities in Hood River County: 1) outreach for a 
Solarize campaign; 2) Co-development and execution of a weatherization and renewable energy 
needs, interests, and awareness information gathering assessment. 

The selected contractor will work with and be supported by a steering committee made up of energy 
program staff, Hood River County Energy Council members, MCEDD staff and other project 
advocates.  No prior experience with energy is required. 

Latinx communities are focused on in this effort because they make up roughly a third of the 
population in Hood River County. 

https://www.mcedd.org/industry-development/special-projects/
https://www.localhousingsolutions.org/act/housing-policy-library/weatherization-assistance-overview/weatherization-assistance/
https://www.mcedd.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/SolarStorage_FS_2002-2.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2019/01/f58/WIP-Energy-Burden_final.pdf
https://smartenergycc.org/racial-disparities-among-lower-income-energy-consumers-white-paper/
https://smartenergycc.org/racial-disparities-among-lower-income-energy-consumers-white-paper/
https://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/report-finds-wide-racial-and-ethnic-disparities-in-rooftop-solar
https://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/report-finds-wide-racial-and-ethnic-disparities-in-rooftop-solar


 

Tasks: 

Project 1: Solarize consultation and focused outreach (target populations: moderate income Latinx 
communities). 

• Consult on the development of a Solarize Campaign in Hood River County. Specifically, 
provide expertise on communication elements such as campaign timing and workshop 
elements. The campaign will be run by another organization. 

• Support outreach to Latinx and low/moderate income community members as appropriate and 
encourage participation in a Solarize Campaign, particularly attendance during Solarize 
campaign workshops. 

Project 2: Weatherization and renewable energy needs, interests, and awareness assessment (target 
populations: low-income communities, particularly Latinx, and moderate income Latinx 
communities). 

• Become familiar enough with energy efficiency and renewable energy program offerings to 
co-develop survey (materials will be provided, additional training available upon request). 

• Co-develop an energy efficiency and renewable energy needs, interest, and awareness 
assessment strategy. The strategy must reach target populations throughout Hood River 
County and increase awareness of existing programs. 

• Implement assessment strategy.  
• Develop a report and present to the Hood River Energy Council and at least one other relevant 

group on the findings from the assessment, including summarizing results in an aggregated 
way. 

• Develop a list of individuals who express interest in accessing energy efficiency and 
renewable energy opportunities. 

• Develop a communication strategy for connecting needs assessment participants and others 
with various energy efficiency and renewable energy programs. Include a cost estimate for 
implementation. 

Additional: 

• Maintain regular communication with MCEDD staff on project status and roadblocks. 
• Work with stakeholders, including but not limited to, regular engagement with a steering 

committee made up of program partners and advocates. 

Compensation: Estimated funds available for this work is up to $15,000.  

Timing: Projects are expected to be completed within one year from contract signing but schedule is 
flexible based on consultation with selected contractor. The following is the proposed schedule: 

1. July: Contracting 
2. July: Launch steering committee and educate on energy and opportunities  



3. July – October: Solarize campaign development and execution 
4. August-September: Solarize Campaign 
5. July – September: Needs assessment development 
6. September – November: Needs assessment execution 
7. December – January: Final reports and recommendation 
8. January – February: Present findings to Energy Council and Steering Committee 

 
How to submit a proposal 
 If you are interested, please submit a brief proposal describing the following:  

1. Your qualifications; 
2. Preliminary ideas on your approach to implementing Projects 1 and 2; 
3. Proposed budget;  
4. Proposed staffing plan; 
5. Names, phone numbers and contacts for three organizations whom we can call on as 

references;  
6. Location of principal office and branch(es). 

 
Proposals should be emailed to marla@mcedd.org  no later than Wednesday, June 30, 2021.  
Potential applicants should feel free to reach out to staff with any questions throughout the process. 
 
Review Criteria 
Proposers responding to this request for qualifications do so solely at their expense and MCEDD is 
not responsible for any Proposer expenses associated with the Request for Proposals. 

The following will be applied to the evaluation and scoring of proposals: 

1. Proposer’s capability, experience and past performance in providing similar services, including 
but not limited to quality of work, ability to meet schedules, price and cost estimates including 
proposer’s track record of working with and serving target populations. 

2. Ability to commit qualified staff and resources to the project.  
3. Proposer's approach to the scope of work described in this request.  
4. Geographic proximity to the MCEDD region as outlined below. 

 
MCEDD reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, to waive any formality in the proposals and 
to accept the proposal which deems to be in the best interest of MCEDD. For any questions, contact 
Marla Harvey, extension 1008 at 541-296-2266. 
 
About Mid-Columbia Economic Development District (MCEDD) 
MCEDD is the regional economic development agency that serves a bi-state area that includes Hood 
River, Wasco, and Sherman Counties in Oregon and Klickitat and Skamania Counties in Washington. 
MCEDD provides regional coordination, business assistance, and technical assistance to support 
economic development efforts throughout the region.  
 
 

mailto:marla@mcedd.org

